Decenmber 16, 2004

Howar d Goul d
14060 Bi scayne Boul evard #402
North M am Beach, FL 33181

RE: REQUEST FOR ADVI SORY OPI NI ON 04- 198
Dear M. Goul d:

The Comm ssion on Ethics and Public Trust
consi dered your request for an advisory
opinion at its nmeeting on Decenber 15, 2004
and rendered its opinion based on the facts
stated in your letter.

You requested an opinion regardi ng whet her
fire inspectors are required to file
financial disclosure forns under the Conflict
of Interest ordi nance.

In your letter, you advised the Conm ssion

t hat pursuant to 8633,F.S.,(2004), county and
muni ci pal fire inspectors are deputies of the
State Fire Marshal. The duties of fire

i nspector may include annual fire inspections
of existing structures; investigation of
conplaints of violations of the fire code and
i nspections of new structures. The fire

i nspectors are not officials of the building
or zoning departnents and enforce different
rul es and regul ati ons.

The Comm ssion foundthe Conflict of Interest
ordi nance does not require fire inspectors to
file financial disclosure forns. Section 2-
11.1(1) provides that the foll ow ng
categories of persons are required to file
financi al disclosure:



1) the Mayor and the nenbers of the Board of
County Conm ssi oners;

2) County Attorney and Assistant County

At t or neys;

3) County Manager, Assistant County Managers
and Special Assistant(s) to the County
Manager ;

4) Heads or Directors of County Departnents
and their assistant or deputy departnent
heads;

5) Enpl oyees of the M am -Dade County police
with the rank of Captain, Mjor and Chief;

6) Buil ding and zoni ng i nspectors;

7) Any architect, professional engineer,

| andscape architect, or registered | and
surveyor performng services for M am -Dade
County pursuant to a contract;

8) Aut ononobus and sem - aut ononous personnel,
boards and agencies that did not file under
state | aw,

9) Personnel who perform quasi -j udi ci al
functions and who did not file under state

I aw;

10) Advi sory personnel, whose sole or primry
responsibility is to recomend | egislation or
gi ve advice to the Board of County
Comm ssi oners, including nenbers of any
County board that did not file under state

| aw (except those exenpted by ordi nance or
resol ution

11) Candi dates for County and muni ci pal

el ective office.

County and municipal fire inspectors are not
included within the categories delineated in
Section 2-11.1(i). Further, County and
muni ci pal fire inspectors cannot be
considered within the category of building
and zoni ng i nspectors because nost fire

i nspections invol ve existing structures and
fire inspectors are governed by and enforce
different | aws and regul ati ons than buil di ng
and zoning inspectors. Therefore, County and
muni ci pal fire inspectors are not required to
file financial disclosure under the Conflict
of Interest ordi nance.



Thi s opi nion construes the M am - Dade
Conflict of Interest and Code of Ethics

ordi nance only and is not applicable to any
conflict under state | aw. Pl ease contact the
State of Florida Conm ssion on Ethics if you
have any questions regardi ng possible
conflicts under state | aw.

| f you have any questions regarding this

opi nion, please call the undersigned at (305)
579- 2594 or Ardyth Wl ker, Staff General
Counsel at (305) 350-0616.

Si ncerely Yours,

ROBERT MEYERS
Executi ve Director



